[The pattern of regional disorders of wall motion in primary dilated cardiomyopathy].
Regional left ventricular wall motion was measured in 41 patients with dilated cardiomyopathy (DCM) and 30 healthy normal controls. Global and regional left ventricular function was noninvasively determined by radionuclide angiography (RNA). The amplitudes and phases of the first Fourier coefficient of the regional time-activity curves were used to measure regional wall motion. The normal left ventricle has its strongest contractions in the apical and distal antero-septal regions. In contrast, the left ventricle of patients with DCM contracts the least in these segments. These regional wall motion impairments are parallel to the reduced global left ventricular function. Since such a typical pattern of reduced wall motion can already be demonstrated in patients with mild DCM, determination of regional left ventricular wall motion can help to improve the early detection of DCM.